One thing that bothered me since 5e came out was the lack of templates that were present in 


3.5e. Thus, feeling dissatisfied, | decided to reject the lack of templates and substitute my own. 


Hence, my Dire template for 5e, with comparisons. 


+1 Size Class 


+1 Natural AC 


oe 
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Please note that the 3.5e column was based off of the differences between a Rat and a Dire Rat. 


And that the 5e Column was based off of the differences between a Wolf, (MM page 341) and a 


Dire Wolf (MM page 321), as the Dire Wolf is the only Dire creature listed in the 5e Monstrous 


Manual, and | just happened to choose the Dire Rat. Applications 


You may, if you so choose as a DM, only apply the Dire template to animals, as has been in 
previous editions of D&D and in Pathfinder, in which case, | suggest using the 5e Base column for 
hat purpose. However, | wish to suggest to you, my fellow DMs and GMs, an alternative use for 
he Dire template. Using it on animals to denote the presence of powerful and sometimes 
malevolent, arcane auras is fine and dandy, but what about the other creatures in the area? 


Therefore, | present to you, the Dire Goblin: 


Dire Goblin 


Medium Goblinoid, Neutral Evil 


Armor Class:16 (Leather, Shield, +1 Natural) 


Hit Points: 27 (6d6+6) 


Speed:30ft 


STR:14 / DEX:16 / CON:12 


INT:10 / WIS:8 / CHA:8 


Skills: Stealth +7 


Senses:Darkvision 60ft, Passive Perception 9 


Shortbow: +5 to attack, 80/320 range, 1d6+3 Piercing damage 


You can apply this Dire Template to any monster you wish, but in case you need a reason as to 
why these mutated monsters are appearing, | have a few decent suggests for that. Firstly, is Evil 
Fascist Gnome Wizards (You just can't trust them.) Secondly, is an outburst of arcane energy 


from a laboratory exploding. Thirdly, an eruption of wild magic from, perhaps, a Wild Sorcerer's 


bungled spell. Regardless, you don't even need a reason to throw a Dire Ancient Red Dragon at a 


party of disreputable homicidal vagabonds. 


Thank you for reading, and please tell me how this may be improved upon. 


